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FURMAN AND THE TIES THAT BIND
WHEN I ATTENDED a funeral of an alumnus in

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................

I’m sure that many schools have groups of friends

HOMECOMING 2012: It’s never too early to begin

March, I was once again reminded of what a special

who stay close through the years. But Furman seems to

planning for Homecoming. Homecoming 2012 will be

place Furman is.

have more than most — which just goes to show that

the weekend of October 19–21, with Southern Confer-

John Vernon Platt ’60

there’s something about our time at Furman that creates

ence arch-rival Georgia Southern coming to town for

died March 17. He was a

great stories and great friendships, like those of the men

the football game.

Baptist minister whose last

from Nona Street

church was Spring Valley

Classes ending in 2 and 7 will have reunions, and
the Class of 1962 will be celebrating its 50th in grand

31

in service, leadership, community, visibility

Susan Martore-Baker has been

85

On February 29, the South Carolina House

and professionalism. Carolyn is a state

appointed president of Cambridge Trust

David M. Schilli, an attorney with

of Representatives passed a resolution

administrative law judge. She has been a

Company of New Hampshire. She is based

Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A., in

honoring Anne Pickens Collins for

staff attorney and law clerk to S.C. Supreme

in Concord and joins the company with

Charlotte, N.C., has been elected to a two-

“her enduring legacy of selfless service and

Court Justice George T. Gregory, Jr., an

30 years of trust and investment experience,

year term as vice president of the Carolinas

meaningful accomplishments.” Anne, who

assistant attorney general, and counsel

most recently as senior vice president at

Chapter of the Turnaround Management

lives in Chester, celebrated her 102nd birth-

to the House of Representatives Judiciary

Citizens Private Bank & Trust.

Association, an international nonprofit dedi-

day January 9. She worked for many years

Committee. She is a graduate of the Riley

Cindy Tyler Meares has joined Cherry,

cated to corporate renewal. David practices

as a journalist and in the family real estate

Diversity Leaders Institute at Furman and

Bekaert & Holland, L.L.P., as director of tax

in the areas of commercial bankruptcy, com-

business. Long active in Chester County

currently serves as president of the South

in its Aiken, S.C., practice. She is a member

mercial loan workouts, and restructurings.

civic affairs, she is the author of 13 books,

Carolina Women Lawyers Association.

of the board of Aiken Rotary Club and trea-

most of them about local history, and is a

surer for several organizations, including the

87

Chamber of Commerce, Friends of the

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

recipient of the state’s Order of the Silver

73

Crescent, which recognizes outstanding

John Weatherford, chief operating

Aiken Railroad Depot, and Community

Commander Joel Smithwick has

achievements and community contributions.

officer of Public Broadcasting Atlanta, has

Care and Counseling of Aiken.

returned to duty at the Jacksonville (Fla.)

been elected to a three-year term on the

Naval Hospital following a six-month

Georgia Association of Broadcasters Board

81

Sidney Bland was invited to give the

of Directors. Among other duties, John

Pat Loon Hensley of Fountain Inn, S.C.,

was a public health advisor to the
Afghan National Army and Police forces.

59

Baptist in Columbia, S.C.

WELCOME KATE!: Kate Hofler ’09 has joined the

style. We will also once again hold the “5th Quarter”

(Full obituary, page 38.)

constituent relations staff as Web communications

event (for alumni who have graduated in the last 10

“State of the Field” address at the 2012

oversees all operations of Atlanta’s NPR

a longtime educator, has published an

I met him in May 2010

coordinator. She previously worked as communications

years) immediately after the game.

Advanced Placement U.S. History Reading

radio affiliate and its PBS station.

e-book, Useful Information In and Out of

when he returned to cam-

director for Greenville Forward, a local nonprofit whose

We always try to make each Homecoming more

in Louisville, Ky. Sidney is a retired professor

pus for Commencement,

goal is to enhance the city’s quality of life by developing

exciting than the last, so please plan to attend and see

at James Madison University in Virginia. He

75

where he joined a number

and promoting a strong vision for growth and develop-

what we have in store this year. Information should be

speaks and writes on American women’s

of his classmates in celebrating the 50th anniversary of

ment in the years ahead.

coming your way by mid-summer.

history and the Gilded Age/Progressive Era.

the Classroom 2011, which offers resources

deployment to Afghanistan, where he

88

for public school, private school and home

EveLyn Mantz Wedge has earned

Jay Bocook, director of athletic bands at

schooling. For more about the book,

a Master of Science degree in clinical mental

Furman, was inducted into the American

visit www.lulu.com. Read her blog at

health counseling from Mercer University

Bandmasters Association March 1. The

successfulteaching.blogspot.com.

in Atlanta. She is a psychotherapist at

their graduation. He had just lost his wife to cancer and

Kate graduated from Furman with a double major

was struggling with his grief, but he delivered a beauti-

in English and political science. She was a member of

I’VE GOTTA WEAR SHADES: I recently had the

69

ful invocation at the dinner before his class led the Class

Tri Delta and Senior Order, was Panhellenic president,

pleasure of working with the Furman Admission Office

Beverly Bindseil Hunter of Greenville,

by concert band conductors and com-

of 2010 into the graduation ceremony.

and served as the student editor of the university’s

when it hosted events for accepted students and for

child care services supervisor for the South

posers. Jay was also the clinician for the

Stacey Peter Anfindsen is the 2012

90

major scholarship candidates. I was amazed at the

Carolina Department of Social Services,

South Carolina Band Directors Association

president of the Raleigh, N.C., Regional

Wren Solutions, an Atlanta-based loss-

caliber of students — and parents — who are interested

received the 2012 Southern Early Childhood

All-State Senior Band this spring.

Association of REALTORS®. Stacey is also

prevention technology provider, has named

in Furman. Were we ever this smart and poised?

Association (SECA) President’s Award for

director for Triangle Multiple Listing Service,

Amelia Fusaro president and chief

Inc., and is on the advisory board of gover-

operating officer. She was previously a
strategic business consultant to emerging

John loved Furman, and he made that clear to all
who knew him. His Furman connections were mentioned many times during the funeral service. The pastor

internal news site.
The Web communications coordinator is a new
position for our department and will help us strengthen

even wore a purple tie in honor of John’s devotion to

our digital communication program. As we learn and

alma mater.

grow with this new venture, we want your thoughts.

this year, surpassing 6,000 for the first time and

Please share any ideas you may have by e-mailing

easily establishing a school record. If the potential

kate.hofler@furman.edu.

students I met are any indication, Furman’s future

For me, though, the most touching part of the
service was hearing the stories about the men from
the houses at 4 and 6 Nona Street, near the downtown
Furman campus. I don’t think the street even exists

With Kate at the helm, we look forward to
connecting with you in creative new ways.

Applications increased by more than 20 percent

is quite bright indeed.
— TOM TRIPLITT

anymore, but the friendships and memories remain.

her contributions to public policy on behalf

77

of South Carolina’s children and families.

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

nors for Prestonwood Country Club.

Beverly, the first South Carolinian to receive

Walter Johnson has completed 20 years

Paul Foster of West Chester, Pa., has

technology companies.

the award, was nominated by the state’s

on the faculty of North Greenville University,

been named a principal with Turner Invest-

Tod Hyche of the Greenville firm of Smith

Early Childhood Association for her work in

where he serves as dean of the College of

ments, an international firm where he is

Moore Leatherwood has been named a

setting statewide standards and profes-

Christian Studies and professor of philo-

global head of consultant relations and

top attorney for 2012 by South Carolina

sional development support for early care

sophy and Christian studies.

senior managing director.

and education programs. SECA is a 14-state

position as senior pastor of Christ

ADOPTION: Glenn Allen Barbee, Jr.,

Presbyterian Church in Nashville, Tenn.

teaching after 32 years in the DeKalb

a son, Casey Glenn Barbee, November 28.
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County (Ga.) School System. She is an

Casey was born January 3, 2002. They

Carolyn Cason Matthews was one

award-winning National Board Certified

live in Marietta, Ga. Allen was recently

taking the lead as we make arrangements for one

of five women honored by the Girl Scouts

Teacher in English Language Arts. She is

appointed director of music ministries at

of the major weekends of fall semester.

of South Carolina — Mountains to Midlands

now enjoying a second career as a realtor

Chamblee Methodist Church and is still

at the Women of Distinction Awards Dinner

with Keller Williams Realty in Decatur.

director of bands at St. Martin’s Episcopal

share stories about their lives and to reminisce about

end. The 2012 program is scheduled September 28–30,

their college days. Some of their tales are evidently

with Western Carolina University as the opponent on

the stuff of legends. And the gatherings were usually

football Saturday. Judy Wilson and Patty White are

organized by John Platt.

Information will be forthcoming this summer.

group with more than 20,000 members.

72

children who attended Furman as well — like John,

For all Furman news regarding parent/family needs,

March 22 in Columbia. The event recog-

School and music director and conductor

the father of Todd ’89 and Bryan ’91

visit http://alumni.furman.edu and click the Parents link.

nized women who exemplify excellence

of Peachtree Symphonic Winds.

28 FURMAN | SPRING 2012

Super Lawyers magazine.

Scott Sauls recently accepted a new

84

of constituent relations and alumni programs.

because of their Furman bonds. Many of them have

The Conley Center.

Sherrie Bridges Crow has retired from

The author, a 1976 graduate, is executive director

tions staff is deeply involved in planning Family Week-

Those men and their families have remained close

83

79

FAMILY WEEKEND: This year the constituent rela-

houses have gotten together at least once annually to

For more than 50 years, the residents of those two

group recognizes outstanding achievement
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J. Chris Brown ’89, president; Leslie L. Smith ’91, president-elect; Rebecca Ann
Armacost ’89, vice president; Clare Folio Morris ’83, past president; Lynn Neely
Bailey ’78; N. Staten Bitting, Jr. ’75; Frank W. Blackwell ’90; Sidney R. Bland ’59;

Kelly Pew (M.A.) has been named super-

of athletics at Dalton State College in

intendent of the School District of Pickens

FOR JOHN CASTILE ’88, basketball paved the way for his future, and not just

Georgia. Dalton State is preparing to start

County, S.C. She had been assistant super-

because it earned him a full scholarship to Furman. The sport put him in touch with

an athletics program. Derek previously was

intendent of instructional services and

people who supported and encouraged him — and now he’s returning the favor as

men’s basketball coach and then assistant

had also served as the district’s assistant

city manager of Greenville.

athletic director at Stetson University.

superintendent of human resource services.

Tracy Hulsey Bond ’90; Kevin R. Bryant ’85; O. Vernon Burton ’69; Mary Lou Walch

“When I look back, I can see how my high school basketball coach found a way
to instill values in kids who may not have had value elsewhere,” Castile says. That

Cagle ’69; Paul D. Goebel ’63; Michael L. Guynn ’91; Jimmie E. Harley ’58; Charles

94

D. Hardy ’89; Shannon Scruby Henderson ’75; Gail Laible Hughes ’83; Gwinn Earle

98

James Cotey has been elected to mem-

Jack Hayes has been named of counsel at

Kneeland ’89; C. Todd Malo ’95; Thomas A. Marshall ’77; James N. Martin ’79;

bership in the Stites & Harbison law firm

Steptoe & Johnson LLP in Washington, D.C.

Herman A. Matherson, Jr. ’79; Andrew C. Medlyn ’97; Matthew A. Miller ’99;

in Nashville, Tenn. He works with the firm’s

He works with the law firm’s international

close to home and because he wanted a small school with high academic standards.

William P. Morrow, Jr. ’54; Emmett L. Patrick ’56; Scott W. Raeber ’92; Gordon D.

real estate and banking service group.

department.

BIRTH: Brian and Emily Thayer

BIRTH: Ian and Margaret Meyer

But upon arriving, he felt out of place. “I come from a very urban setting,” he says.

Seay ’61; E. Leon Smith ’61; George O. Short ’54; Connie Gartrell Williams ’74.

Crenshaw, a daughter, Caroline Elizabeth,

Stewart, a son, Robert Grant, December

November 17. They live in Alpharetta, Ga.

22, Atlanta.

Ex-Officio and Other Members: Rod Smolla, president; Mike Gatchell ’91,
vice president for development; Tom Triplitt ’76, director of Alumni Association;

coach, George Glymph of Eau Claire High School in Columbia, S.C., inspired Castile
and other players to achieve success beyond sports.
For Castile, that encouragement led to Furman, which he chose because it was

He considered leaving, until several professors approached him and told him he
needed Furman — and Furman needed him.
“They wanted me to succeed,” says Castile. “My world was broadened. It was
growing and evolving.” He now views his time at Furman as pivotal to his career

Tina Hayes Ballew ’78, associate director of Alumni Association; Cal Hurst ’04,

95

99

president, Young Alumni Council; James Crockett ’12, president, Student Alumni

BIRTHS: John and Anne Wilson

Elizabeth Herre Campbell is now

Council; Teddy Hess ’12, president, Association of Furman Students; Joel Bloom

Jordan, a daughter, Molly Anne,

a partner in the Atlanta law office of Locke

’12, president, Senior Class.

March 11, 2011, Charlotte, N.C.

Lord LLP. She works in the firm’s business

Abbey and Michael Kling, a son,

litigation and arbitration, class actions

Landon Paul, November 23. They live

and corporate insurance areas.

in Perry Township, Ohio.

Jon Kendall has been promoted to

Charlie and Sandi Padgett Riddle,

partner in the Atlanta law office of Nelson

part of many of the city’s most lauded efforts, including the development of Fluor

success. “Without coming into contact with people that were different, my fear
is I would not have been able or suited to be successful in the business world.
Without them, I’m not sure I’d be doing what I’m doing now.”
As city manager Castile is Greenville’s chief executive officer, managing more than
800 employees and an annual operating budget in excess of $136 million. He oversees
the city’s day-to-day operations, works closely with City Council, and has been a key

91

92

Kevin Byrne of Atlanta, vice president

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

a son, Mason Theodore, October 25. They

Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP. His practice

Field (the minor league baseball stadium), RiverPlace (a retail, restaurant and housing

and chief operating officer of The University

Rich and Keely Burrell Remedios live

live in Goose Creek, S.C. Sandi is a freelance

focuses on healthcare mergers, acquisitions

development) and the Kroc Center (a 20-acre recreational and cultural facility).

in Eden Prairie, Minn. Keely is an attorney

grant writer and Charlie is health and safety

of the Association of University Research

and E-Discovery project manager with Kroll

officer for St. Paul’s Fire District.

Parks. The group’s focus is on creating

Ontrack. Rich is a professional actor and

programs to help develop the next genera-

graphic designer.

tion of research park directors and university

Financing Foundation, is the 2012 president

and regulation.

jeremy fleming

2011–12 ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NATURAL LEADER: CASTILE PUTS PEOPLE BEFORE PROCESS................................................................................................................................

Derek Waugh has been named director

Castile cites RiverPlace as an example of the public-private partnerships that have

how much of an influence it has in everyday life,” he says. He worked in several
management positions before joining Greenville’s recreation department in 1995.

BIRTHS: Nelson and Stephanie Cole

become the hallmark of the city’s revitalization over the last 25 years. “Here you see

He became assistant to the city manager in 1999 and deputy city manager in 2003,

96

Long, a daughter, Melody Elizabeth,

a $70 million investment supported by a $13 million public park, and it became the

and was promoted to city manager in 2010.

March 16, 2011, Rutherfordton, N.C.

postcard for Greenville,” he says.

ADOPTION: Becky Haus, a daughter,

Elizabeth Suskind has joined Unified

Randy and Summer Dilgren

administrators.

Madyson Jane O’Halloran-Haus, December

Network for Organ Sharing as a site sur-

Teegardin, a daughter, Juliet Pierce,

the less glamorous aspects of infrastructure in place, from wastewater collection and

people to live life without regret and to challenge themselves,” he says. “It’s about

Leslie Smith of Jacksonville, Fla., was

21. They live in Ormond Beach, Fla.

veyor in evaluation and quality. Most

February 20, Charleston, S.C.

stormwater management to police and fire protection. “Private investors are looking
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people to make decisions about how to do things better. “You have to create an
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Des Kitchings has joined the football

National Board-Certified Teacher of students

ing coordination. The SureSmile program

David D. Cross has been named a partner

staff at North Carolina State University

with exceptional needs. She teaches English

enables orthodontists to complete braces

in the Washington, D.C., office of Crowell

as running backs coach. He spent 2011
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treatments in an average of 30 percent less
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as running backs coach at the U.S. Air Force
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But before building beautiful parks and grand hotels, he says that cities must have

Greenville mayor Knox White calls Castile a natural leader and problem-solver.
“He understands the city’s mission and its priorities and motivates the whole

Grateful for the positive example of coaches, teachers and mentors, Castile considers it important to provide similar support to others. “My focus is on encouraging

He says “synergy” has become a buzzword, but it really means empowering

always build on those ideas.”
At 45, Castile doesn’t play basketball anymore, although he does enjoy watching

organization to move in those directions,” White says. “He always puts people

March Madness and professional games on television. He coaches youth teams when

and problem-solving ahead of red tape and process.”

his schedule permits and relishes the chance to teach kids the same lessons he learned

Castile says his athletic background taught him about leadership, teamwork

and the philosophy he shares with his city employees. “It’s not about wins or losses,”

and how to balance demands on his time. At Furman he was captain of the basketball

he says. “It’s about trying to achieve something greater as a team than what you can

team his junior and senior years and a unanimous All-Southern Conference selection

do yourself.”

in 1988, when he finished second in the voting for Player of the Year.

— LEIGH GAUTHIER SAVAGE

He originally planned to be a lawyer, but after completing his political science
degree he realized law wasn’t his passion. “I was intrigued by the public sector and

The author, a 1994 graduate, is a freelance writer in Simpsonville, S.C.
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J. Chris Brown ’89, president; Leslie L. Smith ’91, president-elect; Rebecca Ann
Armacost ’89, vice president; Clare Folio Morris ’83, past president; Lynn Neely
Bailey ’78; N. Staten Bitting, Jr. ’75; Frank W. Blackwell ’90; Sidney R. Bland ’59;
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an athletics program. Derek previously was

intendent of instructional services and

people who supported and encouraged him — and now he’s returning the favor as

men’s basketball coach and then assistant
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city manager of Greenville.

athletic director at Stetson University.

superintendent of human resource services.

Tracy Hulsey Bond ’90; Kevin R. Bryant ’85; O. Vernon Burton ’69; Mary Lou Walch
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in Nashville, Tenn. He works with the firm’s
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close to home and because he wanted a small school with high academic standards.
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BIRTH: Ian and Margaret Meyer
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November 17. They live in Alpharetta, Ga.
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Landon Paul, November 23. They live
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Jon Kendall has been promoted to

Charlie and Sandi Padgett Riddle,

partner in the Atlanta law office of Nelson

part of many of the city’s most lauded efforts, including the development of Fluor

success. “Without coming into contact with people that were different, my fear
is I would not have been able or suited to be successful in the business world.
Without them, I’m not sure I’d be doing what I’m doing now.”
As city manager Castile is Greenville’s chief executive officer, managing more than
800 employees and an annual operating budget in excess of $136 million. He oversees
the city’s day-to-day operations, works closely with City Council, and has been a key
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graphic designer.

tion of research park directors and university

Financing Foundation, is the 2012 president

and regulation.

jeremy fleming
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to open in the fall of 2013 in Fort Wayne.

Andy Kidd, who has been director

BIRTHS: Bobby and Tia Stevens

She has been associate director of law

of advancement with Episcopal School

Holtzclaw, a daughter, Zoe Elizabeth,

Saunders, June 3, 2011, Bethesda, Md.

admissions at Ohio Northern University.

of Jacksonville (Fla.), has been named

September 6. They live in Anderson, S.C.

TOMIKO BROWN-NAGIN’S acclaimed book Courage to Dissent: Atlanta and the

Mark works in business development for

Jennifer Willis Girard of Falls Church,

the school’s director of athletics.

Andrew ’02 and Piper Lanier Moritz,

Long History of the Civil Rights Movement is a recipient of two major honors, includ-

an aerospace company, and Alison is

Va., has been promoted to officer of

BIRTHS: Scott and Rebekah Tribble

a son, Parker Sorrell, July 22, 2011. They

ing the 2012 Bancroft Prize, one of the most distinguished academic awards in the

a National Research Council Fellow at

knowledge management at the American

Crenshaw, a son, Braden David, February

are living in New Orleans, La., while Andrew

field of history.

the National Institute of Standards and

Red Cross national headquarters.

18. They live in Alpharetta, Ga. Rebekah

completes a fellowship in orthopedic sports

The Bancroft Prize, called by some the “Academy Award for historians,” is

Technology.

Laura Anthony Linz of Chattanooga,

earned a Master of Public Administration

medicine at the Ochsner Clinic Foundation.

awarded annually by the trustees of Columbia University and includes a $10,000

Andy and Melissa Platt, a son, Josiah

Tenn., is major projects manager for the

degree from Clemson University.

Charles, July 7, 2011, Nashville, Tenn.

Association for Visual Arts and was director

William Jacob and Kelly Ramer

05

Andy is an account manager with

of April’s Bridges Arts Festival™. She was

Moody, a son, William Isaac, January 8,

BIRTHS: Adam and Lindsay Skains

Windstream Communications.

previously executive director for two non-

Tacoma, Wash.

Eason, a daughter, Emma Violet,

profit arts organizations and festival director

Brett and Merritt Squiers Shumate,

December 9, Charlotte, N.C.

Organization of American Historians. The award is given annually for the best book

for three major arts and crafts festivals.

a son, Whitman Martin, October 19. They

Craig and Andrea Morgan, a son, Cash

by a historian on the civil rights struggle.

live in Arlington, Va.

01
Karen Guth has accepted a position

BIRTHS: Chris and Sarah Adams

as assistant professor of theology at

Bainbridge, a daughter, Catherine Paige,

St. Catherine University in St. Paul, Minn.

March 6, Asheville, N.C.

04

twin daughters, Carly Adair and Virginia

She spent the 2011–12 academic year

Jonathan and Beth Ewing, a daughter,

Robby Davis of Spartanburg, S.C.,

Elaine, May 6, 2011, Vestavia Hills, Ala.

as a postdoctoral fellow with the Candler

Adelaide Lynn, October 17. They live in

recorded and released his first solo piano

Matthew and Mary Hedges Stackpole,

School of Theology at Emory University in

Williamsburg, Va. Jonathan was recently

album, “A Love So Divine,” in late 2011.

a son, Tyler Paul, December 29. They live

Decatur, Ga.

promoted to the rank of major in the

He is now working on a second album

in Snellville, Ga.

Ryan F. Smith earned his Doctor of

U.S. Army and is studying for an MBA

and is a featured artist on Pandora Radio.

Musical Arts degree in piano performance

degree at the College of William & Mary.

Visit www.robbydavis.me.

06

from the University of South Carolina with

Tim and Daiva Liktorius Grubb,

Janna DeLoach Pennington lives in

Ben and Sarah Zipperer Gaskins

a minor in music history. He was awarded

a daughter, Sophia Catherine, August 30.

Birmingham, Ala., where she is director

are faculty members at Gardner-Webb

the David G. Ellison Summer Research Fel-

They live in Franklin, Tenn.

of student leadership at Samford University.

University in Boiling Springs, N.C. Ben

Nikki Pressley is one of “10 California

teaches political science and Sarah teaches

Artists You Need to Know in 2012” as

music. Both recently earned doctorates from

lowship for Southern Studies for research

Michael, December 17, Charlotte, N.C.

John and Mivvi Strickland ’06 Rust,

on his doctoral document, which examined

03

Tony Buttitta’s unpublished opera Diggin’

Chad Bennett has launched Populus

selected by California Home & Design

Florida State University.

the Ring, a spoof of Wagner’s Ring Cycle

Brands, a Los Angeles-based company

magazine. The publication asked a panel

William B. Henderson is assistant dean

that uses African-American songs of pro-

that builds lifestyle brands, creates strategic

of the state’s top curators to help compile

of students at The SEED School, a public

test. Ryan lives in Columbia and performs

sponsorships and promotional partnerships,

the list. Furman magazine profiled Nikki,

charter school in Washington, D.C.

throughout the Southeast. Visit his website,

and develops consumer products directly

who lives in Los Angeles, in the Winter

Sarah Horick, a doctoral student in

www.ryanfsmith.com.

from content creators’ television, digital

2011 issue. Visit www.nikkipressley.com.

composition at The Catholic University

BIRTHS: Leander and Gabrielle

and entertainment properties. Chad

MARRIAGES: Jamie Forsh and

of America in Washington, D.C., was

Ferguson Cannick, a daughter,

was formerly vice president for brand

Eric Clapham, September 10. They live

commissioned by the university to write

Eva Victoria, January 24, Charleston, S.C.

development for Reveille Productions.

in Spearfish, S.D. Eric is a professor of

“Lux infinita,” a piece for chorus and

Wayne and Kendra Johnson Dennis,

Visit www.populusbrands.com.

psychology at Black Hills State University,

orchestra that had its premiere at the

a son, Brandon Wesley, May 14, 2011.

Angela Christian of Mauldin, S.C.,

and Jamie is a physical therapist at the

Basilica of the National Shrine of the

They live in Pelzer, S.C.

received the Strayer University Student

Regional Rehab Institute in Rapid City.

Immaculate Conception’s 2011 Christmas

Paul and Heather Lundell Dorrance,

Success Story Award. She has been

Bill Cormier and Shannon Norbet,

Concert for Charity. The concert was broad-

a daughter, Carissa May, June 15, 2011,

inducted into Alpha Chi honor society

March 26, 2011. They live in Charlotte,

cast internationally on the Eternal World

Columbus, Miss.

and maintained a 4.0 grade-point average

N.C. Shannon is a physical therapist

Television Network. Sarah is also an adjunct

02

in the school’s MBA management program.

with Carolinas Healthcare System,

professor of composition at Montgomery

Anthony Esquivel has joined the Furman

and Bill is manager of personal training

College. Visit www.sarahhorick.com.
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men’s soccer program as an assistant coach.

for Lifetime Fitness.

Morgen Young of Portland, Ore.,

Jessica Anderson recently accepted a

Anthony, who played soccer at Furman, was

Pate Slater and Faith Reimer, July 30,

received the National Council on Public

position as assistant dean for admissions at

previously boys’ director of coaching for the

2011. They live in Orlando, Fla. Pate

History’s Award for Excellence in Consulting

Indiana Tech Law School, which is scheduled

Dallas Texans Soccer Club.

is a fleet manager for Starling.

for her work on a permanent exhibit
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university of virginia

Brown-Nagin’s book wins top honors

BIRTHS: Mark Saunders and Alison
Kraigsley, a son, Owen Berkley Kraigsley

award to the author. Recipients are judged on the scope, significance, depth of
research, and richness of interpretation their work presents in the areas of American
history and diplomacy.
The book also received the 2012 Liberty Legacy Foundation Award from the
Brown-Nagin, a 1992 summa cum laude graduate of Furman, has in recent
years served as the Justice Thurgood Marshall Distinguished Research Professor

Courage to Dissent offers a new perspective on the civil rights era by highlighting
the contributions of lesser-known agents of change and looking carefully at the
important relationship between ordinary people and the law. It was one of three

of Law and Professor of History at the University of Virginia. This summer she
joins the law faculty at Harvard University.
Furman magazine published a profile of Brown-Nagin in its Spring 2011
edition. Read it in the magazine archives section of www.furman.edu/fumag.

books recognized out of 175 nominees.

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

at the Oregon Health & Science University

07

Jessica Taylor has been named a senior

Kathleen McDavid graduated from the

detailing the history of diversity in the
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political analyst and reporter with the

University of South Carolina School of Law

health sciences. Her consulting company,

Spence and Kayci Owen ’10 Gibbs live

Rothenberg Political Report in Washington,

in May 2011. She is now a staff attorney

Alder LLC, provides expertise and assistance

in Columbia, S.C. Spence completed dental

D.C., providing analysis and reporting on

at the Supreme Court of South Carolina.

in such areas as historic preservation,

school at the Medical University of South

congressional and presidential elections. She

Army captain Aaron “Butch” Pucetas is

research, writing and photography. Visit

Carolina and is doing a general dentistry

was previously editor of National Journal’s

serving in Afghanistan at Forward Operating

www.alder-llc.com.

residency with the U.S. Army. Kayci teaches

House Race Hotline.

Base Airborne near Kabul. He is a first

MARRIAGES: Wendell Kimbrough

kindergarten in a magnet program in the

MARRIAGES: Elizabeth Crockett

support officer and coordinates rotary

and Hahna Fridirici, February 11. Wendell

Richland County School District.

and David Saliba, June 11, 2011. Elizabeth

wing air operations. He has been nominated

is an independent singer and songwriter

Alyson Krokosky works as a genetics

is a youth and college director at First

for the Bronze Star for meritorious service.

in Washington, D.C., and has produced

counselor at St. Elizabeth Hospital in

United Methodist Church in Montgomery,

Michael Rafi graduated from the

two albums. His most recent, “Things That

Appleton, Wis.

Ala., where David is executive minister.

University of Georgia School of Law in

Can’t Be Taught,” is available free online at

David Sibley was ordained a priest

Ally Hock and Case Cassedy ’06, October

May 2011 and passed the Georgia Bar

http://noisetrade.com/wendellk. Learn more

December 10 by the Rt. Rev. Lawrence

8. They live in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

exam. He is an attorney at Troutman

at www.facebook.com/wendellkmusic or

Provenzano, bishop of the Episcopal diocese

BIRTH: Thomas Stephen and Laura

Sanders LLP in Atlanta.

www.wendellk.com.

of Long Island, N.Y. David serves as priest-

Lane Benton Louie, a daughter, Ann

Molly Simons has opened a Greenville

Carter Louie, November 9, Greenville.

business, Cake Notice, where she serves

Lisa Stowers and Edward Rottmann,

in-charge of Saint John’s Episcopal Church

September 10. Edward is a financial analyst

in the Fort Hamilton neighborhood of

at Missile Defense Agency in Huntsville,

Brooklyn.

08

Ala., and Lisa is a senior consultant with

Floyd Stanley completed a Ph.D. in

Andrew Jones has established a

Booz Allen Hamilton supporting the NASA

chemistry at the University of Cincinnati

T-shirt and apparel business called FLY-V.

and Justin Donald Albright ’06,

Competency Center.

in December and accepted a research post-

The company is partnered with VSNS Inc.,

October 8. They live in Nashville, Tenn.

up custom-designed cakes and cupcakes.
Visit www.cakenotice.com.

MARRIAGES: Rachel Lindsay Ball

BIRTH: Tony and Dana Boltuch Saxon,

doctoral position at Los Alamos National

a nonprofit organization based in Atlanta

Rachel is completing work on her master’s

a son, Connor Anthony, December 3.

Laboratory in New Mexico.

that works to promote wellness and

degree at Vanderbilt University and is a

Dana is finishing her Ph.D. in physics and

Justin Stepp has joined the football staff

empowerment among diverse populations.

client consultant for The Ingram Group.

astronomy at the University of Delaware.

at Appalachian State University as running

Andrew played football at Furman and

Justin graduated from the Owen Graduate

Tony works as a Linux administrator for

backs coach. He previously worked as a

designed T-shirts during his student days.

School of Management at Vanderbilt and

TruePosition.

graduate assistant at Clemson University.

Visit www.FLY-V.com.

is a partner with Oak Point Properties.
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Technology.

Laura Anthony Linz of Chattanooga,
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medicine at the Ochsner Clinic Foundation.

awarded annually by the trustees of Columbia University and includes a $10,000

Andy and Melissa Platt, a son, Josiah
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degree from Clemson University.

Charles, July 7, 2011, Nashville, Tenn.

Association for Visual Arts and was director

William Jacob and Kelly Ramer
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Andy is an account manager with

of April’s Bridges Arts Festival™. She was

Moody, a son, William Isaac, January 8,

BIRTHS: Adam and Lindsay Skains

Windstream Communications.
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Tacoma, Wash.
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for three major arts and crafts festivals.

a son, Whitman Martin, October 19. They
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recorded and released his first solo piano
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Ryan F. Smith earned his Doctor of
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and is a featured artist on Pandora Radio.
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Chad Bennett has launched Populus

selected by California Home & Design

Florida State University.

the Ring, a spoof of Wagner’s Ring Cycle

Brands, a Los Angeles-based company
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for her work on a permanent exhibit
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Brown-Nagin’s book wins top honors
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Kraigsley, a son, Owen Berkley Kraigsley

award to the author. Recipients are judged on the scope, significance, depth of
research, and richness of interpretation their work presents in the areas of American
history and diplomacy.
The book also received the 2012 Liberty Legacy Foundation Award from the
Brown-Nagin, a 1992 summa cum laude graduate of Furman, has in recent
years served as the Justice Thurgood Marshall Distinguished Research Professor

Courage to Dissent offers a new perspective on the civil rights era by highlighting
the contributions of lesser-known agents of change and looking carefully at the
important relationship between ordinary people and the law. It was one of three

of Law and Professor of History at the University of Virginia. This summer she
joins the law faculty at Harvard University.
Furman magazine published a profile of Brown-Nagin in its Spring 2011
edition. Read it in the magazine archives section of www.furman.edu/fumag.

books recognized out of 175 nominees.
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is a partner with Oak Point Properties.
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Anne Bean and Michael Spinelli,

and appeared on the Web pages of CBS

March 12, 2011. They live in Baltimore, Md.

News, the Huffington Post, the Chicago

Emily Boehnlein and Benjamin Fulp

Tribune, MSN and the “Today Show,”

FOOTBALL FEVER
IN THE ARCHIVES

among others. It even drew a “Thumbs Up”

six million views.

Dustin Lane McCoy and Jessica Lynn

DO YOU KNOW THIS YOUNG
MAN? Furman’s Department of

Simpler, December 10. Both are employed

Special Collections and Archives

Colvin, a son, David Euta, February 8. Chris

in Atlanta, she as a corporate recruiter

would like to identify him.

is associate director of athletics at Furman.

’07, February 12, 2011. They live in Holly
Ridge, N.C.

Virginia Hack and Nathan Borghi, June 4,
2011. They live in Nashville, Tenn.

for Brasfield & Gorrie and he as a senior

The photo is from the glass-

Emily Poe and Jordan Crawford ’09,

20th-century photos of the

Zach Rosen lives in San Francisco, Calif.,

September 10. They live in Winston-Salem,

Greenville Woman’s College and

and works in advertising and media sales

N.C., where she is a self-employed calli-

the former Furman campus, which
of this magazine. The future

degrees from Wake Forest University.

Furman star is posing on Manly
Field downtown.

09

Furman football is actually

Justin Brown has been named an assis-

one of the department’s themes

tant football coach at Mercer University. He

for this year. And they’d like your

previously worked at Presbyterian College.

help. If you have memorabilia to

Emily Robinson has joined the staff of

Oxford, Miss. I contacted Frady about publishing it, with a little editing. He said OK, and I must say it was the best
thing in the magazine. The Echo won an award for that year.
At any rate, I am wondering if anyone ever dug up that little piece of Frady’s oeuvre for safe keeping.
— STEPHANIE MALINOFF ROBBINS ‘65
Edwardsville, Ill.

Memories rekindled

Kate Hovis ’10, December 17. They live

I just got the winter magazine and wanted you

in Mebane, N.C. He is in graduate school

to know how much I enjoyed it. You covered several of my

at the University of North Carolina-

old students and professor friends. I was a professor in the

Greensboro, and she teaches at Trinity

history department from 1960–66 and am now retired from

Academy.

DEATHS
Mary Alice Hackett West ’36, January

Colo., which offers support and resources

past — game programs, photos,

Ravenel Boykin Curry, Jr. ’37, March

for survivors of domestic violence and sexual

articles or other souvenirs —

9, Greenwood, S.C. He was an officer in

assault. As cultural outreach coordinator,

contact Julia Cowart at (864) 294-

the U.S. Navy during World War II. After the

Emily assists Hispanic clients with personal

2194, julia.cowart@furman.edu.

war he returned to Greenwood and owned

advocacy, crisis counseling, education

He had written a wonderful letter to Dr. John Crabtree
about a trip he made to visit Faulkner’s home place in

wirh Cox Digital Solutions.

10, Summerville, S.C. She was a teacher.

But their interests aren’t

with him when I was the editor of the Echo in 1964–65.

MARRIAGE: Will Gray Beach and

donate from football seasons

San Miguel Resource Center in Telluride,

papers. The article reminded me that I had crossed paths

BIRTH: Chris ’00 and Megan Pinniger

11

& Winery. Both recently earned master’s

winter issue on Marshall Frady and the disposition of his

By the end of April the video had surpassed

plate negative collection of early

was featured in the Fall 2011 issue

I read with great interest the article in the

tweet and a re-post from Bieber himself.

accountant with PwC.

grapher and he works at RayLen Vineyard

Frady encounter

and operated Citizens Trust Company for

the Auburn University history department.
I really liked the article on Ernie Harrill (“A Man of Grace
and Style”). He was a very good friend, and you captured the real teacher and administrator that he was. I loved
the article on Marshall Frady (“The Outtakes of a Literary Life”). What a student. So much talent, and one who
marched to his own drummer. I remember several funny things he did as a student and am so glad to know
that his papers have been bought by Emory. As the former archivist at Auburn, I can appreciate the collection
of papers of such a great individual.
Your obits on my old friends Benny Reece and T.C. Smith reminded me of our good times at Furman.
We had a great faculty in the decade of the 1960s.
You need to get someone to write an article about the “Preachers Privy” where the faculty all ate lunch every

programs, interpretation and legal advocacy.

limited to football. If you have other

many years. He was extremely active in the

MARRIAGES: Christina Bryant and

Furman-related archival items, the

development of the city of Greenwood and

day. The faculty of the religion department usually held forth, especially Theron Price. He was the king. Dean Frank

Josh King, December 17. They live in

department would like to hear

served on many boards, including those

Bonner would come down when he wanted to find out what was going on at the university.

Waxahachie, Texas. Josh is pursuing a Ph.D.

from you.

of Mutual Savings & Loan, Self Memorial

in political science at Baylor University.

Hospital, Greenwood Heritage Foundation,

Christina is a campus minister at Southern

Greenwood Genetic Center, Lander Uni-

Methodist University and will begin work

versity and the Greenwood YMCA. He was

toward a Ph.D. at Brite Divinity School this

twice inducted into the Greenwood County

fall.

Hall of Fame and was a past president of

Phillip Martin and Laura Abigail

the Greenwood Rotary Club, which named

Page ’10, October 22. They live in

Alexandra Cline Snyder and

10

John “Trey” Massar III has joined

him its “Man of the Year.”

Lexington, Ky., where he is a communica-

Christopher McCurry Towery ’07,

Jeff Hennessy and three friends biked

Crowell Weedon & Co., an independent,

Evelyn Putman Lewis ’37, March 4,

December 17. They live in Greenville.

from San Diego, Calif., to Charleston, S.C.,

boutique, 80-year-old investment banking

Clemson, S.C.

and advisory firm in Pasadena, Calif.

tions specialist for Gray Construction.

— Allen W. Jones
Auburn, Ala.

Harrill’s influence
Thank you very much for your gracious tribute to Ernie Harrill in the winter issue. I have many fine memories of him, but one still makes me squirm when I recall it.
I was a rough, conservative segregationist from south Georgia when Furman announced plans to desegregate
my freshman year. I immediately draped my Confederate battle flag outside my Poteat Hall window to protest.
Dean Harrill tracked me down and called me out of class. It was the only time I ever saw him really angry.
Over the years, as a student and a graduate, my respect and affection for him continued to grow. He worked

Meredith Gentry Owen and Paul

Christopher is an attorney at Womble

this spring to raise money to support Batwa

Sarah McSwain Gurley ’40, January

hard to do the right thing all the time, even when it did not matter to almost anyone else and often at consider-

Braxton Thomas ’11, August 13. They

Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, and Alex is

pygmies and orphans’ education in war-torn

MARRIAGE: Brian Highsmith and

15, Greenville. She was an administrative

able inconvenience to himself. What a wonderful man. He made so many of us better people.

live in New Haven, Conn. Paul is studying

completing the cardiovascular perfusion

Central Africa. Jeff recovered from a severe

Emily Patterson, January 7. They live

assistant at Meyers Arnold department

organ performance at Yale University, and

program at the Medical University

Achilles tendon injury to make the trip.

in Washington, D.C. The video of a dance

store and later an executive assistant to

many papers have been written on that topic over the years I doubted the author could say anything fresh, or even

Meredith is studying speech pathology/vocal

of South Carolina.

When I first saw the magazine’s lead article on the value of a liberal education, I almost rolled my eyes. So

He works as a naturalist at the Barrier

performed by Brian and his groomsmen

the headmaster of Christ Church Episcopal

interesting. I read it anyway, and it was as fine an essay on the subject as I have ever seen. My commendations to

cord dysfunction at Southern Connecticut

Island Environmental Education Center

at their reception went viral on YouTube

School. She also served as postmistress for

Professor Benjamin Storey for his essay.

State.

on Johns Island, near Charleston.

(“Brian’s Surprise Justin Bieber Dance”)

Donaldson Air Force Base.

Visit www.bikeforburundi.com.

34 FURMAN | SPRING 2012

— Ed Bridges ’67
Montgomery, Ala.
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Visit www.bikeforburundi.com.
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They asked him to join the family business in 1978,

Eventually Wrenn found himself in charge of Giles,

And Wrenn has never forgotten his athletic roots.

the special experience as a Paladin that he had.

“It’s so good to have that,” Wrenn says with a soft

— RON WAGNER
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